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OIWINANCE AM ENniNG SECTIONS 5-.1-4 ANO 5-5-3 OF Tl-IIC VI LI.AG F: conE BY 
AnlllNG "ANIMAL RESCUE sm: LTERS" AS A l'ERMITEn SPEC IA L USE 

ANI) S~;TTlNG FORTH IlEG ULATIONS PERTAINING TO 
"ANIMAL RESCUE SHELTERS" WITfIiN TIlE VII.LAGE 

\VIlEREAS, the Village of Barrington Hills, Illinois, a home-rule municipa lity (the 
"Vi llage") docs not currently pemlit thc opern tion of "Anirmli Rescue Shelters" wi thin the 
boundaries of the Village but it recognizes the necess it y of providing housing ami care for 
dOlllestic animals, such as dogs, cats ami horses, that otherw ise would not have adequate shelter; 
and 

\VII ERKt\S. in order to promote the health , safety. morals and general wclfare o f the 
Village and to protect the puhlic health and safelY of the c iti zcns and i.lIl imal$ rcsJ{ling in the 
Village, the PrcsidclH ano the Board ofTnrstees o f the Village find and bel ieve it to be in the 
best interest of the Village to pennit the operation of Animal Rcsc lle Shelters with in the Village, 
by amending Sec tions 5-3-4 and 5-5-3 of the Vi ll age Code as provided in thi s Ordinance. 

NOW, THERF:FORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Pres ident and Board of Trustees of 
the Village of Ihrri ll glon Hills, Cook, Kane, Lake and McHenry Counties, Il linois, as a homc 
rule munieipali ly, the fo llowing: 

Section l. IncoJJ?oration of Preambles. The V illage 130ard hereby finds that the 
rec itals contained in the preambles to thi s Ordinance arc tnJC and correct and docs incorporate 
them into this Ordinance by this reference. 

Section 2. Rcgulations for Specific J)~e~. Section 5-3-4 of the Village Codc. 
Regulations for Spec ific Uses, shall be, and the same h.erehy is, amended hy adding the 
fo llowing: 

"(E) AN IMAl. RESCUE SHELTERS: The intent of th is subsect ion is 10 protect the 
public health and safety of citizens of the Village and to promote the genera l wel fa re of the 
c iti zens and animals residing in the Village by encouraging the compass ionate housing and care 
o f domestic animals, including, but not limi ted to, such domestic animals as dogs, cats and 
horses, that otherwise wou ld have not have adequate shelter, provided that such housing and care 
docs not violate the peace, quiet and domesti c tranqui lity within "II residenti al neighborhoods 
with in the Vill<lgc includ ing, but not limited to, guarantee ing to all c iti zens residing in the 
Village freedom from nuisances, fire hazards, excessive noise, li ght and tra ffic, and other 
possible effects of operating ,Ill animal rescue shell er in residential di stri cts. 

I . Authoriz;.l tion: Subject to the limitations of this subsection, any animnl rescue 
shelter shall be pcnnilled as a Special Use in the RI Zoning District und t r Section 5-
5-3(A) of the Village. 
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2. Definition: An animal rescue shelter is a faci lity operalL'<i and maintained from a 
principal building or accessory building that is incidental and secondary to the 
principal use of a dwelling unit used for residential occupancy purposes and that does 
not change the essenti al residential character of such dwelling unit or the surrounding 
neighborhood, for the purpose of providing for and promoting the welfare. protection 
and humane treatment of domestic anim<lls. including, but not limited 10, dogs, cats 
and ho rses, that o therwise wo uld not have adequat(~ shelter. 

3. S tandards : Any animal rescue sh elter shall adhere to the following standards and 
shall comply with all applicable federa l, state, county and municipal laws, 
ordinances, rul es and regulations: 

a. Construction and Maintenance: All facilities shall be constructed and 
main tained so as 10 provide comfort and safety fo r animals and all areas o f the 
property shall be maintained in a clean and orderl y condit ion, free o f 
ohjeetionable odors . 

b. Venti lation: Adequate hCJting and cooling shall be provided for the comfort o f 
the animals and the r;'cility shall have sufficient ventil ation in all areas such that 
the air is completely circ ul :lted at le<:lsl Ihree times per hour. 

c. Lighting: Proper li ghting sh<lll be provided in all rooms ut ilized for the care 
and confinement of animals. Outside light ing shall be adequate to assist animal 
caregivers and clients but shall not be obtrusive to neighboring properti es. 

d . Water: POl<ible water shall be available w ithin the fac ilit y and each an imal 
sha ll at all times have reasonable access to :m adequate supply of clean, fresh, 
potable wH leT. 

e. Basic Sanitation: Any equipment , instruments or fllcilities used in the 
confinemcnl and treatmcnt of animals shall be clean nm] sanitary al all times to 
protect agai nst the sprcu ti () rdi ~c~ scs , parasi lcs and infec tion. 

f. Wnsle Disposal: Covered waste containers , impcnnc:lble by water, shllll he 
lI sed for the n:rnoval and di sposa l of animal and food wastes. bedding. animal 
ti ss ll~s. dcbri s ami othL'r was lc. Dispos;i1 fae ililies s hall he operaled so as 10 
minimi?c illsect or other vermin infestation :md to prc' en l odor and di sease 
ha?:1ftls or olher nuisance !.:unditiOl1s. 

g. I\!limnl Ilo lJ smg I\rc:ls : Any I ~lci lit y confining :ll1il11als shall have; indi vidua l 
r ages, pens, exercise areas or S!:llls to confine said animals in a comforta ble, 
sanitary ami safe malll1l.:r. 

h. Medil':11 Care: 1\ 11 anima ls i1(l llscd wi thi n an animal fescue shelt er shall 
ICfl'iv\.: :lih:qU:ltl' \,"1l"ril l:lry (: If\.: hy a vetc rinar ian li ecnSt'1i under the VCh: rinary 

, 
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Medicine and Surgery Practice Act of 2004, as amended, in order to promote the 
health and welfare of such animal. 

i. Runs and Exercise Areas: Other than transport to and from the animal rescue 
shelter, at all times that animals arc not confined within the sheltered portion of 
the facility, such animals shall be confined to runs and exercise areas. All flln s 

and exercise areas shall be set back not less than one-hundred (100') feet from all 
front, side and rear lot lines and shall be of adequate size to allow comfort and 
exercise. Runs and exercise areas shall providt~ and allow for effective separation 
in such a manner as to prOlect against cscapl~ or injury. Each an imal shall at 
suitable intervals, hut not less frequently than once every twenty-four hours, 
receive adequate exercise suitable for the spec ies' physical condition and age, 
suffici ent to maintain an ndequate level of physical conditioning for the anima l. 

j . Disposa l of Deceased Animals: The faci lity shall use re frigerat ion and employ 
a procedure for the prompt , sanitary and safe d isposal of deceased animals 1113t 
complies wilh all app li cable sta le and l11unicipallaws, ord inances and regulations. 

k. Vehicles anel Equ ipmen1: No vehicle or mechanica l, electri cal, or other 
equipment , that produces noise, electrical or magnetic in terference, vibrat ion, 
heat, glare, emiss ions. odor, or radiati on outside the principa l build ing or 
accessory huild ing conta ining the animal rescue shelter thaI is grealer o r morc 
frequent than that typical of vehicles or equipment lIsed 'in cOimcction with 
residenti al occupancy shall be used in connec tion with an y animal rescue shelter. 

1. Storage: All storage of goods, materials, products or merchandise incidental to 
the care and adopt ion o r animals that is used or sold in conj unction with an animal 
rescue shelter shall he wholly wi thin the principal bu ilding or accessory building 
containing the animal n;~cuc she lt er. 

Tn . Nut rition : Each animal shall al suitable interva ls, hut not le~s frequentl y ihnn 
once every twenty-lour hours, receive <I quantity of who lesome foods tuff suitable 
fo r the species' physica l condit ion and age, sufficient to maintain an ndcquatc 
level of nutrilion for the :mill1:11. 

11. Number o f Animals: There shall he no mOH;: ani ma ls housed wi thin an animal 
rescue shelter at any Olll.: lime than is reasol1<1ble for the adeq uate :lIld proper carc 
of all animals with in said shelt er. 

4. Employee Limitations: The owner of an animal resc ue facili ty shall be a person or 
an en tity controll ed by a j1l' r!'OJl Ihal is a full- time occupant o f Ihe dwelling unit where 
such l ~lcili l y is operated. No more tiLan four (4) employees or vol unt(,ers, other Ihan 
the rull~ tim c occupants of a thn.'lling unit sha ll bl.' prc!'ell t at the f:lei li ,y or o therwise 
p:Hl icipall' in the opcr:lIloll 01':111 :l lli m:1I rescue shcl h.' r :It :l1ly <III I.' 1111l l:. 
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5. Signagc and Visibi lity: No ex terior husi ne.ss signs on a principal bu ilding, 
accessory build ing or vehicle used in connection with the animal rescue shelter, shall 
be permitted in connect ion with any animal rescue shelter unless otherwise pcnnitted 
under Section 5-5-1 1 of this Title. 

6. Traffic Limitations. No animal reSClle shelter shall generate significantly greater 
vehicular or pedestrian traffic than is typica l of residences in the surrounding 
neighbo rhood oflhc animal rescue shelter. 

7. N uisance Causing Activit ies: It is unlawful for any person operating an animal 
rescue shelter to allow or pennit any animal to cause serious or habihl3l disturbance 
or annoyance by frequent or habitual howli ng, yelping, barking or otherwise noisy 
conduct, wh ich shnll anlloy, injure or cndangcr safety, health, comfort or repose of 
others. An animal is harbored in violi:lt ion of thi s subsection if, without provocati on, 
it makes noise that can he heard continuously within an enclosed stmcturc off the 
property of the anim:li rescue shelter for more than liftcCJl ( 15) minutes and which 
annoys, injures or endangers the safely, health, comfol1 o r repose of others. In 
addition to the foregoing specific limitat ions, no animal rescue shelter shall cause or 
create any ac t, which !.:nclangcrs puhlic hea lth or results in annoyance or discomfort to 
the pub lic, said act being defined as a nuisance under Tit le 7, Chapter 1 of the Village 
Code. 

8. Inspections: In addit ion to any required inspections by app licable federal , state or 
counly governmental agencies, all animal rescues shelters shall be subject to annua l 
inspections comiuctcd by the Village, al the sa le cost and expense of the Owner 
andlor Operator of slich animal rescue shelter. 

9. Licenses: No person shall engage in the operation of an animal rescuc shelter 
without a val id li cense issll ed hy (i) the Ill inois Depart ment of Agricultu re and (ii) the 
Village pursuant to the is.. ... uancc of a spec ial lise permit in accordance wi th the 
provisions of Sec tion 5- 10-7 oflh e Village Code." 

Section 3. S.Qccii!LUsc1!. Section 5-5-3 of the Village Codc. Special Uses. shall bl:. 
;:lI1d the S ~lmc herehy is, amended by adding Ihe following: 

"Animal Rc,<;ctle Shel ters" 

S{'ttioll 4 . Valid il.Y. Should ;Iny part or provision of lhi s Ordinance he declared by a 
C()l1l1 of (:ornpelcnt jurisdic tion 10 be ill\ ' ~did, Ihl: salll e shall IH) ! affect the v:Jlidity of til t, 
Ordinance as a whole or an y p:lrtthcreof olher than the parllicc larcd to he inva lid . 

St.'clion S. Sllpcrg:dsr ill l.lLf: fTec ti \~'-r_D .. t<.'. All n . .'~ohl tinlls, motions and onkrs. or 
par1 S thereo f, in conniet herewith. arc It) the extent of such con nie t hereby superseded; and Ihis 
Ordin:ll1cc sha ll he in full f(lrcl..' and elleCi from and arh:r ils ]la.ss;I!!!.: and :lpprm'a l in the 11I:111I1C'r 

prm'i,kd by Ja w. 
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PASSED THIS 27th dayof July ,2009. 

AYES.: __ .::.5 __ NA YS:._l"-fef#~:..... ABSENT:._-,l~_ 

APPROVED THIS 28th day of Jul y 

~~~ ->zvtc/ 
Village Clerk 

, 2009. 


