


President's Letter Re: Property Taxes 

For the 2009 tax levy, the Illinois Department of Revenue determined that McHenry County would 
assume 25.33% of the tax burden, Kane 2.17%, Lake 16.73%, and Cook County's burden percentage 
would be determined late fall of 2010. Other factors that comprise the total tax bill are the equalized 
assessed value (EAV), tax extension, and tax rate by county. 

The Village of Barrington Hills lies in four different counties. This creates a major complication in the way 
the Village's tax levy is assessed to anyone property, as each county uses different property assessment 
formulations, operates on different schedules, and has a different political construct. 

Each township (one for each county) re-assesses properties on an annual basis with the exception of 
Cook County which is done triennially. The counties then decide on the tax rates and the percentage of 
tax burden by dividing our levy between the four of them. Therefore, each county performs a separate 
calculation, beginning with the Village's levy and based on several other variables to determine the tax 
rates and extensions, percentage burden of the Village's levy, and amount of taxes to be billed. 

IMPACT ON PROPERTY OWNERS 

The result of the process described above is that a Barrington Hills property owner's tax bill may fluctuate 
up or down each year by amounts that vary from the Village's underlying increase or decrease in the 
overall levy. In addition to fluctuations in the amount levied by the Village, there are two other significant 
factors that can impact a property owner's tax bill as follows: 1) changes in each county's share of the 
burden of the tax levy and 2) the assessed valuation of property in the Village. 

The overall impact on a property owner's tax bill can be shown using McHenry County as an example. 
As described above, McHenry County determined its tax extensions and its share of the burden for the 
Village's 2008 levy in the spring of 2009 at 23.83%. However, Cook County completed its assessed 
valuation of Village property near the end of 2009 resulting in an additional 1.5% of the burden for the 
Village's levy (or $98,479) being shifted to McHenry County properties due to lower assessed valuations 
in Cook County. 

McHenry County then recalculates the property tax extension from the 2008 levy using the new burden 
percentage of 25.33%. The recalculation performed in the McHenry County Tax Year 2008 Prior Year 
Adjustment Detail Report shows the Village was underpaid $89,734 by McHenry County for the 2008 levy 
(payable in 2009). McHenry County then makes up this difference by passing it through as a direct 
increase to the 2009 levy (payable in 2010). The 2007 tax year's adjustment was a reduction of $32,721, 
so the 2008 levy (post-adjustments) actually increased an additional $122,455 from the 2007 levy to 
account for timing differences in assessments. 

Generally, Lake, McHenry, and Kane Counties calculate the tax extensions in the spring each year and 
these are billed in two installments to be collected in March/April and in June/July. These counties 
establish the equalized assessed valuation and new growth figures prior to making the tax extensions. 

Cook County bills a first installment in March each year (at an estimated amount of 55% of the prior year 
extension) and then bills the remainder in the second installment after the actual valuations are known. 
The second installment is intended to be billed on August 1 st, but in recent years has been delayed into 
the later part of the calendar year. Because the burden factors and the Cook County valuations are not 
known when the other counties perform their calculations, they must later recalculate the extension with 
the final data. Any resulting difference is treated as an adjustment of the subsequent year's extension. 
This is when I am hoping that McHenry County tax bills will be appropriately adjusted. 

For example, the table below summarizes the increase in property taxes billed by McHenry County 
resulting from the Village's levy increase and the shift in burden. As you can see, the timing adjustments 
from Cook County's late assessment alone caused an increase in 2009 McHenry County property taxes 
for the Village of Barrington Hills (payable in 2010) of $220,934. 
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When this increase is allocated to the approximately 650 Village property owners in McHenry County, the 
shift in burden produces a substantial increase to a property owner's tax bill. 

Factors of 2009 McHenry County Tax Year Increase by Amount 

Factor Amount 
4.73% Village levy increase $70,645 
1.5% increase in McHenry burden $98,479 
Prior levy year adjustment $122,455 

Total $291,579 

The McHenry County 2009 Tax Computation Report also reported a$1.3 million decrease (-0.84%) in the 
assessed valuation of Village property in McHenry County during tax year 2009. This means that a 
Village property owner in McHenry County whose 2009 property value was assessed at a greater value, 
the same value, or had less than a 0.84% decrease in value from the prior tax year now owns a larger 
portion of the McHenry County property value within the Village's taxing jurisdiction and therefore, is 
responsible for assuming a larger portion of the Village's levy increase. The actual dollar impact of the 
assessment can only be calculated on an individual parcel basis. This was the case in my home which 
did not decrease in assessment. 

SUMMARY 

For a Village the size of Barrington Hills, the adjustments caused by a shift in a county's burden and a 
change in assessed valuation can mean a significant impact on a property owner's tax bill each year 
regardless of the Village's actual increase in levy. The fluctuations between tax years are difficult if not 
impossible to predict. Consequently, residents feel a degree of uncertainty as a result of the method 
used by the counties to calculate their tax bills. Sometimes, the difference reverses in the following tax 
year after that year's adjustments are made, but this is not always the case. 

If you have read this far, then you probably need a good dose of aspirin by now and are probably feeling 
frustrated with this process. I share your frustration. Over the next weeks, I will be working with our 
Treasurer and the counties to mitigate the impact of this first installment billing. Remember that your tax 
bills are computed by the elected officials of the county including the county clerk, the county assessor, 
and the county board members. 

I hope you find this explanation helpful and if you have questions regarding your property tax bill, you can 
contact McHenry County directly at 815-344-4260. You may also contact our Treasurer, Rosemary Ryba 
at 847-551-3002, treasurer@barringtonhills-il.gov. . . 

Best Regards, 

Robert G. Abboud 
President, Village of Barrington Hills 
Home: 847-381-8174 
Office: 847-381-1932 
Cell: 847-921-1932 
President@BarringtonHilis-lL.gov 
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