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Village of 
Barrington Hills
112 Algonquin Road

Barrington Hills, IL 60010-5199
Web address with e-mail
www.barringtonhills-il.gov

www.vbhcomm.info
Phone

847-551-3000
Village Hall Hours

Monday-Friday
9:00 a.m. — 5:00 p.m.

Director of Administration
Robert Kosin

• • •
MEETINGS

Village Board 
4th Monday of the month,

6:30 PM
Equestrian Commission
1st Monday of the month,

7:00 PM
Development Commission
1st Monday of the month,

5:00 PM
E-911 ETSB

2nd Monday of the month,
6:30 PM

Plan Commission
2nd Monday of the month,

7:30 PM
Zoning Board of Appeals
3rd Monday of the month,

7:30 PM
Board of Health

3rd Wednesday of the
month, 7:30 PM

Communications
Commission

3rd Monday of the month,
5:30 PM

Police Pension Board
4th Monday of the month,

9:00 AM
All meetings are held in the
Alexander MacArthur Room of
the Barrington Hills Village Hall.
Should you wish to comment at
any of these meetings, your
advance notice, by telephoning
the office of the Village Clerk at
847-551-3000, is appreciated.

• • •
Board of Trustees

Robert G. Abboud
President
Fritz Gohl
Pro-Tem

Steve Knoop
Trustee

Beth Mallen
Trustee

Julie McKevitt
Trustee

George L. Schueppert
Trustee

Walter E. Smithe
Trustee

FROM THE DESK OF THE VILLAGE
PRESIDENT

Directory

Fellow Residents:

Welcome to the beginning of fall.  The Village
continues with the celebration of its 50th
anniversary.   We have already had some great
events and more are to come.  My thanks go
out to all the people who have worked so
tirelessly to put these events together.  

Along with public events, the Village has been
busy with a wide variety of efforts, including
roadwork and upgrades to the Village Hall.
Many of you experienced one of these new
systems, CTY, which sent hundreds of text
messages, emails, and phone notifications
during the heavy rains and police activities in
August.  We will continue to use this application
to improve our emergency communications with
residents.  You can sign up your phone
numbers and e-mail from the BH WEB page or
at https://portal.nticonnectcty.com/5237162.

In other infrastructure news, the cellular pole
application from the Barrington Countryside
Park District was withdrawn earlier this year.
The Village believes that cellular service is a
critical infrastructure component and we are
continuing to investigate environmentally
sensitive ways to improve the cellular service
within the Village.   We are looking at a variety
of new technologies and the ever evolving
phone technology, including interconnection to
the Internet through Wi-Fi.  

Some of you may be experiencing difficulty with
getting Comcast cable service or are being
charged unusually high installation fees.  We
are actively working with Comcast to make sure
all residents have access at reasonable pricing.
If you feel you are being improperly charged or
denied service, please contact your Village
Director Bob Kosin at 847-551-3004.  He will be
collecting this information so that we can better
manage our municipal services contract with
Comcast. 

The Village is actively working with the Cook
County Forest Preserve to annex into
Barrington Hills roughly 3,000 acres of forest
preserve that is presently unincorporated.  This

will extend the Village in the Spring Creek
Preserve down to Rt. 72, abutting Hoffman
Estates.  It will also extend the Crab Tree
Preserve to Barrington Road, abutting
Inverness and South Barrington.  This will be a
very substantial increase in the size of the
Village, helping to protect both the forest
preserve and the Village boundary.

I am encouraged by recent progress in the
discussions with District 300 and 220 regarding
the resolution of boundary issues that are
presently dividing our community.  Thank you to
the all residents who are helping to achieve a
positive resolution.   

The Village continues to vigorously defend its
zoning and Comprehensive Plan.  We are doing
this through a variety of mechanisms including
working with our neighboring jurisdictions,
working through the court systems, and working
to change the state legislation on disconnection
and land use.   The Iatarola disconnection on
the SE portion of the Village is currently in trial
in Cook County.  The Duda II case in the NW
corner has gone to appeal in the Second
District.  I am very pleased with the support and
cooperation we are receiving from the Village of
Algonquin and McHenry County Chairman, Ken
Koehler.  The Village continues to remain open
to productive discussion with both developers,
but we will not compromise our unique
community, property values, and wildlife habitat
for the convenience of a developer.

I want to encourage you to take full advantage
of the Village web site, www.BarringtonHills-
IL.gov.  Here you will find all the Village
communication, meeting schedules, a fully
searchable version of the Village Code, and all
the latest happenings within the Village.  I
would like your feedback on how we can make
this web site more useful to you.

Our Communications Committee is making
extensive use of the electronic medium – web,
E-mail, etc.  While we will continue to use the
paper-based newsletter for some time, I
encourage you to check the web site for the
most up-to-date information on Village
happenings.  Most important in our

continued on page 2
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communication efforts is providing effective channels for 2-way
communication so our residents can participate and be involved
in the governing of the Village.

I encourage you to continue to communicate directly with me
and with the Trustees.  I invite you to attend our regular Board
and committee meetings and get involved.  We have made it
easier to speak and interact at the Village Board meeting by
moving Public Comment to the top of the agenda.  There are
still slots available on several committees and I am always
looking for more volunteers.  We need your feedback and

ideas.  I can be reached directly either by e-mail or phone and I
look forward to hearing from you.

Best Regards,

Robert G. Abboud

President, Village of Barrington Hills 

Village Hall Office: 847-551-3000

Home: 847-381-8174

Cell: 847-921-1932

Bob@RGALabs.com

VILLAGE RECEIVES COMPLIMENTARY 
LANDSCAPE “CLEAN-UP”

This spring, the Village of Barrington Hills was awarded a one-day clean-up
of landscaping on Village Hall grounds by the Brickman Group at no cost to

the Village.  The award was part of their “Giving Back to the Community”
program that they offered in communities wherein they have a strong presence
on a residential level.

During the one-day program, workers concentrated their efforts on the areas
immediately around the Village Hall.  Services included loosening soil, weed
removal and disposal, edging and debris collection as well as pruning.  

Founded in 1939 by a horticulturalist with the Chicago Park District, the
Brickman Group has grown to be a leader in the commercial landscape industry
with locations in over 20 states.

In July, those of you who are Barrington Hills registered voters in Precinct 16 in McHenry County were mailed a petition by
Lou Anne Majewski, Republican Precinct Committeewoman asking for support in requesting a change of polling place back

to the Algonquin Road School (ARS) in Fox River Grove.  The polling place was changed earlier this year to the Orchard
Street Middle School which is much farther away, and involves having to wait to cross the Metra tracks, to encounter delays
due to traffic, especially during rush hour,  and more dangerous travel having to turn on and off Route 14.  Initial response to
this non-partisan petition was good, but Lou Anne reports that she is still shy of the goal of signatures of 51% of registered
voters,  which will be crucial to convince the McHenry County Clerk to reassign the ARS as the precinct polling place before
the next primary election in February 2008.  

If you have not yet signed and returned your petition, please do so as soon as possible, or contact Lou Anne for additional
petition copies or any questions you might have.  Call Lou Anne Majewski at (847) 658-8380 or e-mail
lampunky@sbcglobal.net. 

VOTER NEWS
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Barrington Hills Civil War Event     June 29-30 2007
By Maureen Prettyman

NEWS FLASH
June 29, 2007 Union Army members of
the 8th Illinois Cavalry, Taylor’s Battery
and 104th Illinois Infantry set up camp in
the field behind Barrington Hills’ Village
Hall. Horses, canons, muskets,
repeating rifles, pistols and swords were
evident everywhere. Tents were erected,
campfires started, and the Cavalry
prepared for a mounted exercise in the
forest preserve adjacent to the Riding
Center.

What’s going on here? Civil War re-
enactors took over the Village Hall
grounds for the evening, complete with
authentic uniforms, saddles and tack,
weapons, dialog, and scholarly
knowledge of historical truth, fable and
folklore. The Friday night encampment
set the mood and helped everyone get in character; meals were prepared, period songs were sung, and spirits
were passed among the soldiers. As was typical, Cavalry and Infantry did not mingle.

June 30, 2007 Camp opened to the public at 9:00 a.m. President Abraham Lincoln and Mary Todd Lincoln
were scheduled to make an appearance later in the day, joined by Senator Steven Douglas and Mrs. Douglas.
But first military drills were demonstrated, weapons were fired and horses were ridden for the benefit of
Barrington Hills residents who walked among the actors, sat by the fires, and took untold pictures of the action
and the camp. Rifle fire permeated the air and smoke from the gun-powder rose in the wind. That was followed
by the explosion of cannons and rattling of sabers by the mounted cavalry. Thank goodness there was a Union
doctor complete with a field medical tent! On the lighter side, Civil War musicians were abundant and provided
the crowds with music from the mid 19th century. 

Barrington Hills President Robert Abboud took the opportunity of the 50th Anniversary of the Village to edify the
crowd about the 8th Illinois US Cavalry, in which 200 residents of our community fought the Battle of Franklin,

resulting in 9,500 casualties. Stephen
Pederson, Lieutenant Colonel USAR, was the
Master of Ceremonies and shared the stage
(hay wagon) with Eugene Dawson, Supervisor
of Barrington Township. Mr. Dawson helped
arrange this unique event along with
Barrington Hills resident Patty Meroni and
Barrington Hills Trooper Roland Wood.

Three village residents were in uniform and
many others pitched in to make the “Event” a
success. Neal Waltmire from the Village staff,
was the on-scene answer man who worked so
hard to plan and prepare the facilities. A
special THANK YOU also goes to Patty
Meroni, who worked tirelessly to plan this and
all the other 50th Anniversary events.
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Fritz Gohl, Trustee
Public Safety

During August, the Village’s newly adopted Connect-CTY™ notification service was successfully pressed into
service to send messages to Village residents for situations ranging from weather alerts, warnings of hazardous road conditions, a

police manhunt and a subsequent school lock-down.  Initial resident participation in this program has been good, but we are still
encouraging everyone to sign up for this valuable community resource, even if you may have received a CTY phone message in the
past. Keep in mind that your contact information is kept strictly confidential by the NTI Group, Inc. (Connect-CTY’s administrator)
which employs state-of-the-art security and privacy measures.  No one in the Village or Police Department has access to the personal
data you provide to the service.

Your notifications can be customized so that you could opt to receive traffic alerts during morning rush hour by e-mail before you
leave home, weather bulletins on your home & cellular phones throughout the day, and notice of any police alerts by all three
methods, if you chose.  Visit the Village website http://www.barringtonhills-il.gov for answers to  frequently asked questions about CTY
and to sign up for this valuable resource.

Beth Mallen, Trustee
Buildings and Grounds

First of all, I would like to thank the residents of Barrington Hills for my new job. Since taking office in April I have had many new
doors opened up to me. Like the police “lock-up” located downstairs in the village hall, the doors to communication central, not to

mention the world of landscaping , tractors and BUDGETS. Seriously, this is a very unique and fascinating place. I am having a great
time!

Here are some of the items we have been pursuing.
1. A new canopy located at rear of building sheltering the entrance to the police facility. Nearly half of this project is completed.

We are expecting to be finished no later than October 1, 2007.
2. Renovations to Rooms 201 (Village Treasurer) and Room 202 (Village Clerk). The new furniture with lots of storage capacity

and work space has really given both offices a much needed “face-lift”.
3. Enhancements to the lock-up facility. This project will preserve the existing state certification of the lock-up area and will

create a room designed specifically for the live-scan finger printing facility. Once the work is completed the IDOC (Illinois
Department of Corrections) inspection team will be invited to return to the facility and certify the work that was done.

Julie McKevitt, Trustee
Roads and Bridges

Construction season is in full swing once again! The Village’s 2007 Road Construction Program includes resurfacing of the
following roads: Merri Oaks, Hickory Lane, Hills and Dales, Longmeadow Drive, Longmeadow Court, and Rolling Hills Drive.

Additionally, the Cook County Highway Department has completed the resurfacing of Bateman Road. We anticipate completion of
these projects around mid October. Once the road work is completed we will then commence the annual Drainage Program. This
year’s consistent and heavy rainfalls have brought many difficult drainage issues to the forefront of our planning. This year we
anticipate working on drainage issues affecting portions of Hawley Woods Road, Dundee Lane, Oak Knoll Road, Algonquin River
Road, Spring Creek Road, and Spring Lane. This work is scheduled to be completed the first week in November. If any of our
residents have questions or concerns about these construction activities please feel free to contact me at 847-458-4540 or
juliemckevitt@hughes.net

Steve Knoop, Trustee
Planning and Development Commissions

No news at this time

TRUSTEE UPDATE—
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TRUSTEE UPDATE—
Walter E. Smithe, III, Trustee

Finance

The audited financial statements with unqualified opinion for the “stub” year of eight months ending December 2006 were completed
by our auditors, Virchow, Krause and Company, LLP and approved by your board.  The report is available for your review at the

Village Hall. We are now seven months into fiscal and calendar year 2007, and our trustees will soon be working on the budget for
2008.  As you know, your board is very conservative and prudent with village finances and we always welcome any thoughts our
residents have on this topic.  

Our Treasurer, Rosemary Ryba, has been doing a terrific job.  The Finance Committee is also pleased that her professional
development has been coming along nicely.  Rosemary has traveled downstate to participate in seminars given by The Illinois
Municipal Treasurer's Association (IMTA) and is taking additional college courses.  To assist the treasurer in a cost effective manner
and improve separation of duties as recommended by our auditors, the village has hired Toni Taylor, CPA as the part time assistant to
the treasurer, reporting to the finance committee.   Also, next year we will be taking a serious look at upgrading our municipal
computer system.  We are interested in talking to any residents who are qualified experts who would be willing to volunteer to assist
with this process.

Mrs. Ryba and I remain at your service should you have any questions or comments about village finances.  Walter E. Smithe,
Trustee 847-382-8867 iii@smithe.com or Rosemary Ryba, Village Treasurer 847-551-3002 treasurer@barringtonhills-il.gov.

George L. Schueppert, Trustee
Zoning and Insurance

The major event of the past quarter was the establishment of a new healthcare program for village staff, one which expands
coverage for employees and also saves the village more than 20% of the cost of the prior program. Village employees, as of July

1st, have a better healthcare program plus new dental coverage.  Credit for the significant improvement, at a substantially reduced
cost, goes to a special employee committee that worked for the past year analyzing various program alternatives in the context of
employee needs and preferences. Balancing these two parameters, the committee selected a benefits mixture that enhances their
coverage and is more cost effective for the village. Residents have been well served by their commitment to a fair outcome for both
parties.

On the zoning front, the ZBA continues to be asked to consider variance requests from property owners who learn, belatedly, that
their property does not meet minimum size requirements for a buildable lot.  Oft-times, owners do not know of their substandard lot
size until they are selling their property and a new survey shows the property to be less than required for the zoning designation
(usually in the R-1 zoning district).  In some cases, residents have reported that they lost a sale opportunity because of the buildable
lot size issue.  Residents are encouraged to check the documentation on their lot size to be sure it is a conforming lot.  Particularly
vulnerable to the undersize issue are properties on corner lots, with very unusual shapes, on private roads or lanes, on roads that
have right-of-ways in excess of 66 feet or on properties that partially lie under lakes. If you have any questions on whether or not you
may have an issue with your property’s official size, please contact the building office at the Village Hall (Neal Waltmire would be a
good place to start).

Co-incident with the issue of lot size is the floor area ratio (FAR) matter.  While the village permits square footage (the total of any
principal building plus any accessory buildings) on R-1 properties to be equivalent to 5% of the lot area, the FAR is calculated on the
actual square footage of the property. Therefore, if your lot is not at the five-acre minimum, you will not be able to build as large a
home and/or accessory buildings due to your smaller lot size. The same constraint applies, of course, to lots in the R-2, R-3 and R-4
zoning districts. 

Other matters currently before the ZBA were covered in some detail in the last Village Newsletter.  The two major items nearing their
completion at the Zoning Board level are a proposed ordinance governing tree preservation in the village and another covering
personal communications services (sometimes called the “Cell Tower Ordinance”).  A public hearing has been held on the tree issue
and one will be held in the coming months on the personal communications services matter.
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Fire Safety
Both the Barrington Hills Board of Health and the McHenry County Board recently put off a decision to further restrict

burning on residents’ properties. However, please remember to follow the existing Barrington Hills ordinance when
burning for recreation or yard waste disposal this fall: 

• Fire can’t exceed 5 feet x 5 feet x 5 feet in dimension.

• Can’t burn for more than 3 hours in any 24-hour period.

• Must be more than 50 feet away from any structure.

• Needs to be accompanied by extinguishing equipment.

• Require constant attendance until fire is extinguished.

Material allowed for burning is limited to the following items:  seasoned dry firewood; landscape waste such as grass,
shrubbery cuttings and leaves or materials accumulated from lawns, vines and trees; untreated or unpainted lumber or scrap
wood.  Burning unlawful materials such as refuse, construction debris, treated or painted wood or carcasses of dead animals
introduces soot, smoke and harmful pollutants into the air that can affect our and our neighbors’ health. Please be
considerate!

On a sparkling clear early autumn Saturday,
hundreds of Barrington Hills residents turned 

out for the latest function celebrating the Village’s
50th Anniversary.  The Kalaway Memorial
Landowners Polo Match, held on September 8th, 
is an annual event sponsored by the Riding Club of
Barrington Hills to thank the more than 300
landowners in the Village who allow riding trails on
their property.  In addition to a precision drill by the
Fox River Valley Pony Club Quadrille Team, and two
hotly contested polo matches, attendees enjoyed
box lunches at the main tent, or strolling among the
many tailgate spots.  Several prizes were awarded
to the tailgaters, including Most Gourmet Food to
the Cools Family and  Most Creative Tailgate for 
the Hutchinson & Holsteen Families’ Tiki Hut theme.
It was a truly enjoyable day!

CELLULAR UPDATES
In July, Barrington Hills received a proposal from Crown Castle International, a wireless facilities management company, to

consider the implementation of a Distributed Antenna System (DAS) in the village. DAS transmit cellular signals via a
system of nodes generally installed on existing telephone, light or traffic poles that are connected by fiber optic cable to a
hub. This process is in the very early stages; please check the web site for updates as the village and Crown Castle work
together to see if this technology is economically feasible and can be implemented in a way that will improve cellular
coverage within the village.

On October 15th, the Zoning Board of Appeals will consider an application for a special use permit to install a cellular tower
in the Commonwealth Edison right of away north of Helm Road and south of Route 62 (Algonquin Road). This tower will
support equipment for Verizon Wireless.

The Cools Family, dressed in their “designer” Barrington Hills 
logo apparel tailgating at the Polo Match on September 8.
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TRAFFIC SAFETY
In August, the Barrington Hills Police

Department received recognition from the
Illinois Association of Chiefs of Police (IACP) for
the 2006-2007 Traffic Safety Challenge at their
annual awards banquet held in Rosemont.  The
Department received second place in the 11-25
Sworn Officers category of the Illinois Traffic
Safety Challenge and also received the
Commercial Vehicle Award, a non-categorized
award which all participating agencies are eligible
to win.  The Department was presented with a
handheld Decatur RADAR unit and a CMI
Intoxilyzer portable breath testing unit, items
donated by corporate sponsors of the program.

The Illinois Traffic Safety Challenge is a statewide
highway safety awards program, which
recognizes law enforcement agencies throughout
the state for their accomplishments in promoting
traffic safety in their communities.  The program,
sponsored in part by the Illinois Department of
Transportation – Division of Traffic Safety, is coordinated by the IACP.  This annual competition is open to all law
enforcement agencies in Illinois.

The competition requires the agencies to report their policies and procedures covering highway safety, their officer
training, public information & education initiatives, as well as enforcement and effectiveness measures.  

A team of independent judges reviews each agency’s application.  The applications are judged in categories, based on
the number of sworn officers on the department, as well as the type of agency (municipal police, sheriffs department,
college police, etc.).

On August 4th, 2007, William N. Walsh, Community Service
Officer for the Barrington Hills Police Department, participated
in the 10th Annual Chicagoland Emergency Vehicle Show,
representing BHPD with a marked patrol vehicle, and both the
ATV and UTV patrol specialty off-road vehicles.

The Department  won 1st place – Best in Show for In-Service
Police Special Purpose and Public Relations Vehicles.  The
UTV Squad #932 took the prize over similar entries by other
Departments.  This is the second time a BHPD vehicle has
won the top prize – in 2000, Expedition Squad Car #59
brought home the first place trophy.  The 2007 plaque
awarded for the UTV will join the 2000 trophy on display at the
Department.

The Chicagoland Emergency Vehicle Show is
Chicagoland’s premier public safety event honoring the men
and women who keep us safe and the vehicles they use to
get the job done. This is the Midwest’s largest public
emergency vehicle show with over 200 fire engines, police
cars, ambulances, emergency management and military
vehicles on display. 

Pictured is Community Service Officer Bill Walsh and son
Nicholas

Pictured left to right, President Abboud, Officer Deutschle, 
Chief Murphy, Master Officer Hammelmann, and Lieutenant Colditz
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DATES TO REMEMBER
Saturday, November 17th

Barrington Hills Gala Celebration at the Sanfilippo Estate
The grand finale to our year-long celebration of our 50th anniversary, this evening will be a

tribute to Barrington Hills. Help celebrate its history, founders and the many residents who have

strived over the past 50 years to preserve our open space, 5 acre zoning, rural atmosphere and

the many other factors that have made Barrington Hills a special place to live, especially as we

go into the 21st Century.

For more information and tickets, call the Barrington Hills Village Hall at (847) 551-3000, or visit their website at

www.barringtonhills-il.gov.  Tickets can also be purchased at Ambrosia Patisserie, Barrington Chamber of Commerce,

Barrington Flower Shop, Meeske’s Meats, Pasquesi Home and Garden and the Village Hall.


