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Governor signs social host law

I llinoLs Governor Pat Quinn signed HB 1554 into law (Public Act 97-1049) on August 22, 2012,

further defining the important role adults play in keeping alcohol out of the hands of our children.

Sponsored by State Representative Carol Sente and State Senator Susan Garrett, this new "social

host" legislation closes a loophole of legal accountability when adults knowingly allow alcohol

cOll.sumption by minors. The law takes effect this coming New Year's Day.

"By protecting our youth, we protect our future," says Gov. Quinn. "Adults know it is unacceptable to

allow underage drinking in their home. By puttill.g a social host law on the books, we are sendill.g a

strong message to all adults that they will be held responsible when allowing this harmful activity."

Violators of the social host law will be guilty of a Class A misdemeanor and subject to a fine of nut

less than $500.00 when they knowingly authorize or permit underage drinking. The adult will be

subject to a Class 4 felony if the vio[aLioll. results in great bodily harm or dE-ath to any person.

cnnti1111ed on page 7

Looking on as
. Gov. Quinn

speaks at the
"Social Host
Law" signing
ceremony are (left
to right) Illinois

. State Police
Director Hiram
Grau, President
Timothy Swanson
of the Illinois
Association of
Police Chiefs,
Round Lake
Beach Trustee
Judy Armstron!;,
the Liquor
Commission's
Laura Murphy,
Mundelein
Deputy Police
Chief John
Monahan, and
ILCC Director
Gloria Materre.
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See page 6 for parent tips to prevent underage drinking



Gloria L. Materre, Executive Director, Illinois Liquor Control Commission

T rudging through the' often bewildering array of state and local liquor laws can

be quite challen~in~. While many of the laws may appear unnecessary at first

glance, the Justification for these laws become clear after a more thorough review.

The laws exist in many instances because the rublic has been hatmed by a particular activity. For

example, lllinois' first "social host" law (see cover story on for the latest legislation regarding social

hosting) was passed in 2007 following the de:tths of two high school students after drinking at the home

of a classmate when parents were home.

This is why the Illinois Liquor Control Commission's (ILCC) most crirical role is in assisting licensees

on how to operate within the confines of the law. Based on this, we have compiled a few answers to

sume of the morl' frequent questions we receive regarding liquor regulation.

Tastings and samplings

A healthy liquor economy is important to

the industry. The ILCC encourages and

supports tastings and samplings of

alcoholic products. This also includes test

mar/<eting of products which can be a

valuable research tool in product

development, production, and marketing.

Product samplings, however, must be

petforml'd on the premises of licensed retail

establishment. No tastings or samplings can

legally be conducted elsewhere; for example,

"in-home tastings" and product samplings at

a flower shop are strictly prohibited. Also, tasting sample sizes can be no larger than 4 ounces of beer, 1 ounce

of wine and 1;'; ounce of spirits. Up to three samples reI' day may be given to a person over the age of 21 years.

A manufacturer, distributor, importin,g distrihutor, or their designated "tasting representative" may

furnish retailers with cups and napkins free-of-charge during these tastings. In other words, the parties

involved are not subject to an "of-valu,," violation durin~ tastings and sampl'llgs.

New Year's Eve packages

While many licensees have already begun preliminary planning for New Year's Eve festivities, you may

be on a path of no return if you are not aware of the happy hour laws. New Year's is often one of the

most profitabk nights, but be sure to follow the rules so yuu can ring in the New Year properly and not

be caught by our liquor agents, who will be scouring press clips in search of Hap/)), Hour violations of

private functions promoted improperly in advertisements. Make sure your private functions are truly

private and not advertised to public invitees,

~ew Ye:1r's Eve meal packages can include- alcohol, hut only if the focus of the package is on the meal

itself, and a "reasonable limitation" has been placed on the amount of drinks included in the package.

Catering special events

"Caterer retailer" licensees can serve alcohol as part of a package, bur only if it is an "incidental part of
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'''S(}ciallw.'i[ law" cominllea from (>agl? /

However, a person will nor be in violarion if he or she has taken

all reasonable steps to prevent this aClivily from occurring.

Also, no charges will bE' filed if as, is ranee is requested from law

enforcement after discovery of the illegal activity.

"Gov. Quinn recognizes that friends and family remain the

primary source of alcohlll for underage drinking," says ILCe

Executive Director Gloria L. Materre. "JUSl as our liqllor

licensees are punished when selling to minors, all adults will

no\\! be subject to pencllties should they provide alcohol to

minors."

MUlJdelE'in Police Chief and L<Jke County 1:nderage Drinking

Prevenlion (LCUDP) Task Force Co-Chair Ray Rose, who was

instrumental in creating the 1<lw, noted that, "for the past four

years, the LCUDP has played a lead role in encouraging

communities throughout the sLite to pass social host

ordinances. By signing this law, Gov. Quinn demonstrates his

commitment to protecting the future of all Illinois children."

Prevention and education has seen a renewed focus at the

Liquor Commission, as exemplified by the recently launched

parental responsibility campaign.

'This new law should m<lke parents more cognizant of their

actions," explains Laura Murphy, coordinator of the ILeC's

parental respon,ibiIity effort. "Parents are one group whose

behavior can be influenced when presented with the true fans

of underage drinking."

DO NOT throwaway

your current "Proof of

Age" signs, as these

signs are no longer printed~'~~:~:~~~~;;;~~:-i
However, 2x4 labels with the year" 1992" (for

placement over the old year) will be made available in

December :lIang with printable 2013 signs.

Please visit the "Latest News" section on the Illinois

Liquor Control Commission's home page

www.state.i1.us/LCC in December to print out your own

2013 Proof of Age signs and to order 1992 labels (for

display in 2013). Please note, 1991 labels and printable

2012 signs are currently available on the web.

"Lefler from rhe Director" continued frum page 2

food service." This license allows for the meal package to be

served either on the licensed premises or off-site, including

locations that are not licensed.

Is BYOB allowed?

Some establishments do not have liquor licenses but 0rt to allow

alcohol on the premises. A "Bring Your Own Beverage" (BYOB)

establishment is not regulated by the ILCe; huwever, many

municipalities regulate BYOB's. Based on thiS, we encourage you

to consult with your local licensing authority to hnd out what

is allowed within the jurisdiction.

If you are considering BYOB, our Legal Division advises business

owners to consider obtaining host liquor liability insurance coverage

(dram shop insurance) to avoid liability. Further, to limit liability,

avoid serving, storing, or handling alcoholic liquor in ,lIlY manner.

Home rule jurisdictions may pass an ordinance that regulates the

circumSLlnces under which BYOB operations can be licensed

(locally). Without the presence of a local ordinance creating a

"BYOB license", the matter would be primarily regulaled by the

civil enforcement of the Social Host law or liquor liability

insurance requirements. If a local ordinance exists that is not in

conflict with stare law, locals can determine their own policies.

Get answers to your questions...

For more information on the above .- vr an.y other liquor-related

issues - please do not hesiwte to give us a call at 312-814-2206.


