AR

Hackmatack National
Wildlife Refuge Authorized

On August 15, 2012, Secretary of the
Interior Ken Salazar accompanied by

U.S. Senator/Assistant Majority Leader
Dick Durbin, visited Glacial Park and
announced his authorization for the
establishment of Hackmatack National
Wildlife Refuge in southeastern Wisconsin
and northeastern lllinois, joining the ranks
of America’s 556 national wildlife refuges.
Hackmatack National Wildlife Refuge will
eventually provide up to 11,200 acres

of habitat for wildlife as well as outdoor
recreational opportunities within easy
driving distance of millions of people.

“When President Obama unveiled his
America’s Great Outdoors Initiative two
years ago, we set out to re-energize a
conservation ethic for the 21st century
and to help Americans reconnect to the
natural world,” Salazar said. “Thanks
in large measure to the work of local
communities and stakeholders, the
creation of Hackmatack National Wildlife
Refuge will help conserve wetlands
and prairies, while offering Americans
a place to enjoy the great outdoors.”
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NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE

LEFT: Secretary of the Interior Ken Salazar announcing Hackmatack. MIDDLE: Supporters and planners
gathered to celebrate the announcement. Photo by Tina Shaw/USFWS. RIGHT: Secretary of the Interior

Ken Salazar, US Senator Dick Durbin, Conservation District Natural Resource Manager Ed Collins

The enthusiasm and excitement shared
by all of the Friends of Hackmatack at
the announcement was amazing, truly
a historical and memorable moment
for conservation. “Preserving more
open space and connecting existing
preserved land will enhance our
beautiful landscape and will bring
more attention to the destination that
it already is—Hackmatack National
Wildlife Refuge,” said Penny Roehrer
of Lake Geneva and board member of
Friends of Big Foot Beach State Park.

“Friends of Hackmatack presented the
case that the glacial landscape along the
lllinois-Wisconsin border is a very special
place,” said Cindy Skrukrud of Solon Mills
and Clean Water Advocate for the lllinois
Chapter of the Sierra Club. “Now the scenic
beauty and wildlife habitat of our oak
savannas, rare tallgrass prairie and the
high quality Nippersink Creek have been
recognized on the countrywide stage.”

“A small group of people cared passionately
enough about the natural spaces near
where they live to pursue a dream of
giving the area national recognition,”
said Lenore Beyer-Clow of Woodstock
and Policy Director for Openlands.

The U.S. Fish & Wildlife Services staff
reported an awe-inspiring swell of support
for the establishment of the wildlife refuge,
nothing which they have encountered
before (95%+ favorable) with a well-
organized, knowledgeable, resource rich,
on-the-ground conservation coalition
ready and able to mobilize and assist with
planning and implementation needs.

Early on in the discussions with the U.S.
Fish & Wildlife Service, McHenry County
Conservation District offered partnership
support such as providing biological
data and information from the District’s
extensive ecological database and GIS,
assistance with the management of land
until U.S. Fish & Wildlife Services staff is
assigned (e.g., prescribed burns, policing,
etc.), office space, and the opportunity to
collaborate with external promotions and
educational programming.

In addition, the District offered to work with
the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Services in taking
easements prior to land acquisition in order
to preserve critical trail corridor linkages for
recreational activities such as snowmobiling,
bicycling, horseback riding, and hiking.

This provided a unique opportunity for area
residents because National Wildlife Refuges
prohibit snowmobile trails.



The Making of a Refuge—Hackmatack Timeline

January 2010 U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
(USFWS) made the decision to conduct a
study to determine if the establishment
of the proposed Hackmatack National
Wildlife Refuge would be appropriate.

February 2010 a viability study

to evaluate the economic impact of a
National Wildlife Refuge was commissioned
by The Trust for Public Land and
Openlands by Fermata, Inc. of Austin,
Texas, funded by the Burnham Plan
Centennial Committee, Gaylord & Dorothy
Foundation and Oberweiler Foundation.

March 2010 representatives from USFWS
made an unannounced visit to McHenry
County to tour the proposed refuge area.

May 2010 USFWS sent out a formal
letter inviting the lllinois Department

of Natural Resources, lllinois Nature
Preserves Commission, McHenry

County Conservation District, Wisconsin
Department of Natural Resources, and
Southeastern Wisconsin Regional
Planning Commission to participate on an
interagency Planning Coordination Team.

October 2010 USFWS hosted four public
meetings to seek input from local residents
and user groups on the potential of the
bi-state refuge. Over 600 people attended.

October 2011 Secretary of the Interior
Ken Salazar released a 50-state report that
highlighted 100 projects that states believe
were the best investments to support

a healthy, active population, conserve
wildlife, and create travel, tourism and
outdoor-recreation jobs across the country;
Hackmatack National Wildlife Refuge was
identified as one of two projects in lllinois.

March 2012 the Environmental
Assessment was completed. Refuge
boundaries were formulated based
on watersheds, existing conservation
areas, habitat requirements of desired
wildlife species, public roads, and
comments received from the public.

April 2012 USFWS hosted two open
houses. Over 400 people attended and
over 3,000 correspondences received.

July 10,2012 U.S. Fish & Wildlife
Service Director Dan Ashe provided
written authorization to proceed.

August 15,2012 Secretary of the Interior
Ken Salazar accompanied by U.S. Senator
Dick Durbin visited the proposed refuge
area, toured the site, meet with supporters,
and announced the authorization of the
Hackmatack National Wildlife Refuge.
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The refuge will be officially established when the first parcel of land is purchased. The U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
will establish the refuge on land or conservation easements purchased from willing sellers.

Debbi Himpelmann

SPECIAL FEATURE

U.S. Department of the Interior
Partner in Conservation Award

The Friends of Hackmatack Steering
Committee was awarded the 2012 “Partners
in Conservation” Award, for their grassroots
effort in advocating for establishment of

a bi-state national wildlife refuge. The
Partners in Conservation award acknowledges
achievements in collaborative conservation
and recognizes partnerships that promote
conservation, protect natural and cultural
resources, use innovative approaches to
resource management, and engage youth
and diverse entities in accomplishing the
Department’s mission.

“The Partners in Conservation Awards
demonstrate that our nation’s greatest
conservation legacies often emerge when
agencies and citizens from a wide range of
backgrounds come together to address shared
challenges,” Secretary Salazar said. “l am
pleased to recognize the efforts of dedicated
people from across our nation to conserve and
restore our treasured landscapes, address water
issues and forge solutions to complex natural
resource issues through good government and
strong partnerships.”

To learn more...

U.S. Fish & Wildlife:
www.fws.gov/midwest/planning/Hackmatack

National Wildlife Refuge System:
www.fws.gov/refuges

America's Great Outdoors Initiative:
americasgreatoutdoors.gov

Friends of Hackmatack
www.hackmatacknwr.org

Openlands
openlands.org/policy/628-hackmatack-national-
wildlife-refuge-authorized.html!

Sierra Club, lllinois Chapter
sierraclubillinois.wordpress.com/tag/hackmatack/

The Trust for Public Lands
www.tpl.org
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