
 

  

Memorandum 

To:  Trustee Gianopulos, Health, Environment, Buildings & Grounds 

From:  Sarah Kenney, Planning & Zoning Coordinator 

Date:  May 23, 2011 

Re:  Quilted Barn Program Overview 

The McHenry County Historical Society sponsors a program known as the Quilted Barn Program.  This 

program enhances cultural and esthetic qualities upon the Village Hall grounds, as well as throughout the 

community.  One such milestone worth noting is this year’s 15
th anniversary of the building of the Barrington 

Countryside Fire Protection District fire station.  The architecture of the fire station resembles that of prior 

buildings/barns built to carry out the duties of the National Brotherhood of Teamsters at the turn of the century.  

The program requires that two eight foot by four foot plywood boards be connected and painted a unique 

quilting design of choice.  The Village has its own unique identity with the branding of the flying geese logo.  

The quilt square pattern chosen for this project is known as “Flying Geese” and will mimic the official pantone 

colors of the Village. 

 

 

Sources
VBH Board of Trustees Minuteshttp://www.barringtonhills-il.gov/archive/vboard/archive.htm
Underground Railroad, Illinoishttp://www.freedomtrails2legacies.org/ugrr.htm
Urban horsehttp://www.manchesteruniversitypress.co.uk/uploads/docs/240177.pdf
Horses in Fire Service, Fire Barnhttp://www.firehorses.info/
Quilt Trail Historyhttp://www.quilttrailgathering.com/uploads/Genesis_of_a_Dream.pdf 

 

 

 

 



   

   

QUILTED BARN PROJECT 

A HISTORY 

 

The Quilted Barn Program is an effort by the quilting community to promote quilting and its significance of 

rural structure and landscape.  The ground-breaking for the Fire Station building was fifteen years ago.  Its 

design was selected to emulate an equestrian teamster barn, the original locomotion of fire trucks.  Once 

constructed, it was the most expensive and modern public safety building in the Barrington area until 

Barrington constructed its public safety building.  The building continues to be a testimony of 

intergovernmental cooperation and an especially germane topic today.  It was constructed on property owned by 

the Village of Barrington Hillsby a joint endeavor by the Village and the Barrington Countryside Fire Protection 

District.  Once completed, it was and is occupied by fire personnel employed through a joint agreement between 

the District and the Village of Barrington, all of which is reflective in the share fire and EMS coverage for the 

Village of Barrington Hills by five fire protection districts.  The attention of the quilt square promotes the 

history and benefit of the building but its design has a purpose.  Quilt squares have established designs of which 

the most basic and thereby popular is the Flock of Geese (a symbol reflective of that used by the Village, but 

also used in the markers of the Underground Railroad).  Illinois was a noted path on the route out of slave states 

and the quilt pattern would denote a message for the guides or conductors such as with the Flock of Geese "this 

way North”.  The quilt square program, from the guidelines promoted through the McHenry County Historical 

Society, would be the attachment of the Flock of Geese square to the North wall of the station in the adopted colors of 

the Village.  The square would remain from Memorial Day to Labor Day so that the motoring public, some 

35,000 cars on a daily basis, would see a symbol that denotes the history, heritage and may engage an interest to 

learn more about the story of the Flock of Geese. 
 














