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Cons erva tion needed t o prevent drain on water reserves
Report wa rns t hat regiona l popu l ati on gr owt h could leave supply tapped out By Jeff Long ,
Chi cago Tribun e reporte r Febr ua ry 2 , 20 10

( PHOTO] Ci ndy Adams has used water - saving devices i nc l udi ng this r ain barre l outs i d e her
Lake Vill a home t o conserve water. (Photo f or the Tribune by Andrew A. Nel les / Janua ry
28 , 2010 )

Is your water too c heap? Ma yb e i f i t we r e mor e e xpens ive, you ' d do more t o c onserve.

Tha t 's one s ugge s t i on i n a new r eport t ha t f or f i r s t time t a ke s a c omp re he nsive look at
water use i n the 11 c ounti e s of no rthe a s t e r n Illinois a nd u r ge s a gg res s ive c ons e r va t i on t o
ma ke sure there i s e no ugh t o go around i n comi ng decades .

I t predi ct s t hat demand , now a t 1.6 bil li on ga l l ons per day , wi ll grow mor e t ha n 25
percent b y 205 0 . The r egion ha s a p opu l ation of a bou t 8 .7 million , whi ch t he r eport s ays
is e xp e c ted to expand n early 39 pe r cent in 40 yea rs.

"Ove r the las t seve r a l years , t here ' s been a growi ng a wa r e ness tha t just b e c au se yo u t u r n
on the f au cet , it doe s n ' t me an wa t e r ' s going t o come out , " said Bonn i e 1'homs on Carte r , a
Lake County Board member who ch a i red the Regional Wa t e r Supp l y Plannin g Group .

Th e gr oup ' s repor t wa r n s no t to count on the s e emi ngl y b ou nt i f ul source o f Lak e Michi ga n
wa t e r , bec a us e t h at ' s nearly a l l accounted f or under r ules de c r e e d b y t he u .s. Sup reme
Court_

Exper t s c a n ' t gauge how much water lu rks b ene ath the ground in deep and s ha l low a qu i f e r s ,
o r how qu i ckly it r e pleni s he s . So t he r e por t c a n ' t say i f t hos e s uppli e s wi l l e ve r ru n d r y
fr om overuse .

Some a r eas tha t dep e nd on ground wa t e r a l r e a dy have to conse r ve d ur ing dr y spel ls wi t h
s teps s uch a s fo r bi dd i ng l a wn wat e ring on cert ain days .

The r epor t e ncou r a g e s steps like rainwater har ve s ting , t he us e o f h igh-e ff icienc y toi l et s
a nd was hi ng mach ines a nd reus ing f or ir rigat ion " gr a y " wate r t ha t has been through the
shower o r s i n k .

I t a lso ca l l s fo r coll aborat ion among communi ties to pr o t ect s ha red sources , s uc h a s ri ver
bas i ns a nd unde r g r ound aqu ifers .

I t notes t hat the ave r a ge wat er a nd sewage bi ll i n I l lino i s i s a bo ut $35 .50 pe r mon t h ,
whi l e t he na t i ona l ave r a ge i s $39 .67 . Ttle r epor t e nc our a ge s wa t er u t i li ti e s t o evaluat e
whe t he r t he pr i c e t hey cha r ge r e a l l y r e f lect s t he va lue o f wa t e r .

"Wa t er pr icing i s i ncreasingl y b e c omi ng a t oo l f o r mana gi ng de ma nd , wi th c e r t a i n pr i c i ng
op t ions ca r r y i ng mor e o f an i ncent i ve fo r c onsume rs t o use wa t e r e f f ic i e nt ly , " the report
s a ys .

St ud ie s have shown that i n I lli nois , inc r easi ng the c os t o f wat er by 10 pe rce n t de cre ases
d e ma nd by 1 . 5 pe r c e nt , a c c o r d i ng t o t he r epo r t .

I t wa rn s t ha t s t r i c t regulat ion s s af e gllard wat er fr om La ke Mich i ga n - wh i ch a l rea dy
s uppli es -/7 per cen t of t he r e g i on' s dema nd . Al t houqh s c ve r a I c omm un I t. Le s i n we st e r n La ke
Count y ar e as ki ng L o tap in t o the l ak e l th e r el,or t no t es t ha t I l l ino i s is ne a r irlg t he
lim i t t hat a Supreme Cour t de c r e e s e t ill ] 967 f or l a ke wit hdr a wa l s .



So conservation is increasingly import ant for commu n i t i e s that rel y on groundwater , or the
Fox and Kan ka kee r i vers, acco r di ng to t h e r eport.

" We ' v e go t to become more e ffic ien t , " sa i d Tim Loftus, progra m ma n a ger at t he Ch i cago
Metropol it a n Agency fo r Plann ing, whi ch c o o r d i n a t e d the s t udy.

The report looks at water u s e i n Boone , Coo k , DeKa l b , DuPage , Grundy , Kan e , Kankakee ,
Kendal l , La ke , McHenr y and Wi l l c ou n t ies .

Abo u t 9 t o 1 0 percent o f the regionts water comes f rom deep bedro c k a qu ife rs , accord i n g t o
t he r epo r t. An o t her 9 t o 10 perc ent o f r e side nt s use sha l l ow a quifer s , and 4 t o 5 percent
ge t thei r wa t er fr om the Fox a n d Kankak e e rivers.

Th e report es t i ma t e s tha t Cook County ' s popu la tion wi l l grow abou t 1 9 p e r c ent by 2050 , an d
t he d ema nd f or wa t er by about 14 p e r c e n t .

Loftus noted t ha t ou t l y i n g c ount i e s , wi t h t he mos t r oom to grow , are p r edicted to see
d emand i nc r e a s e the most . Kendall Co unt y , f o r example , is expec t ed to see a dema nd grow by
more than 1 60 percent by 20 50 , according to the report ; Grundy County by abou t 97 p e r c e nt ;
and Will Count y b y nearly 82 pe r c e n t .

Josh Ell i s, a program associa t e a t the Me t r op o l i t an Plannin g Coun c il i n Ch i cago , appl a uded
t he n ew r epor t a n d i ts ca ll f o r conservat ion. He echoed t h a t o u t l yi n g coun t ies must be
c a u t ious a b o u t wa t e r u s e.

He s aid s ug ges t ion s i n t h e rep ort abou t usi n g "gray" water for u s e s s uc h as ir r iga t i o n or
washing cars wi l l g o a l on g way .

" Th e p rob l em is n o t a l ways cons ervati on, " he s a i d . " Some t i me s it ' s t he wat e r you ' r e us ing .
There ' s n o reason to wash y ou r ca r with t reat ed dr i n ki n g wate r. "
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