
   

 
 

                                               
 
 
 

Minutes of the Barrington Hills Village Communications Committee  
Meeting Number 7, January 23, 2006 
Final, approved February 27, 2006 

1. Call to Order 
 
Chairman Beth Mallen called the seventh meeting to order on January 23, 2006, at 5:35 p.m. 
in the Barrington Hills Village Hall Training Room.   
 
2. Roll Call of Members 

 
Present: 
Beth Mallen, Chairman 
Barbara Kemp, Recording Secretary, Member 
Lucinda Hanover, Member 
Vicky Kelly, Member  
Dan Mjolsness, Member  
 
Walter E. Smithe, Village Trustee, Sponsor  
Bob Kosin, Village Administrator, Sponsor  
 
Visitors:  
Kevin Colosia, Resident and Cellular Technology Subject Matter Expert 
Chief Mike Murphy, for the Cellular Coverage Presentation 
 
Absent: 
Maureen Prettyman, Member 
Nicky Panos, Member  
 

 
    

3. Approval of Minutes 
 

Barbara sent the December 19, 2005 minutes electronically for review. Dan motioned to 
accept the minutes for December as emailed. Vicky seconded the motion. They will be 
converted to Final and sent to Bob Kosin for posting.  Approved:   5-0-2 

  
4. Old Business 

 
• Newsletter-  

o Nikki could not attend this meeting.  She provided a draft to Beth for the team 
to review, and made many suggestions.   She suggested that the directory 
border be moved to the back to make room for the President’s letter.   After 
discussion, there was agreement to leave the format the same for all 
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newsletters and retain the directory border in the format presented in the 
draft.  Motion not seconded. 

o Discussion on the late Chief Clausser’s picture and memorial comments 
resulted in a suggestion by Walter to use a whole page in special honor of 
the late Chief and his contribution to the Village. 

o In order to make room for the Chief’s single page article, everyone agreed to 
save the article on Treasurer Joanne Sladek for the next edition of the 
Newsletter. 

o The Equestrian notation on sending police through special Equine training 
will be followed up in the next Newsletter with pictures and a story covering 
their training. 

o The first paragraph of the President’s letter will be slightly edited. Beth 
suggested that her mother, a retired corporate secretary, be added as a 
secondary editor for grammar and spelling to view the final before printing. 
Everyone welcomes her input.  There were several added general Newsletter 
corrections offered in the meeting. 

o A special request is included to encourage villagers to sign up for electronic 
newsletter delivery to save time and cost of printing and mailing.  The 
website address will be added into the paragraph. 

o A discussion of the Newsletter printing costs ensued.  This issue is large, 
twelve (12) pages with color pictures; there was a request from Nikki for 
printing this issue in four (4) color.  The average amount allocated for the 
Newsletter was $2100/copy plus postage and handling.  Bob and Walter 
agreed to the four (4) color print process assuming this is the only printing 
until after May 1. The Communications Committee must submit a budget for 
the next fiscal year to the Trustees for Approval.  See related item under New 
Business. 

o Neighborhood Watch – “Block Captains need more help for the 
neighborhood watch program.  A request for new members will be added to 
the next upcoming newsletter.” – This issue was not addressed; held over 
from the December meeting minutes. 

 
• Holiday Party Wrap Up 

o Lucinda provided final receipts to Bob for approval and payment.   
o Bob asked that the budget and actual costs for the party be included in the 

next Communications Committee Agenda and Minutes for the record.   This 
action goes to Lucinda and Maureen. 

• Cellular Coverage 
o Kevin Colosia and Barbara Kemp prepared a Power Point for presentation to 

the Committee Members, “Request to Improve Cellular Coverage 
in the Village of Barrington Hills,” Final.  The document will be attached to the 
minutes.   

o Chief Mike Murphy joined the Committee for the presentation.  He offered to 
include questions in his Annual Police Questionnaire to the Villagers if the 
questions are submitted within two (2) weeks.  The team agreed to three (3) 
basic questions involving:  (1) Cellular reliability at home, roads, on the trails 
and in the forest preserve, (2) Hosting cellular technology on private 
property, (3) A Cellular Carrier inventory: what Carriers are dominant and in 
use within the Village.  Barbara and Kevin were charged to prepare the 
questions and send a draft by January 25 to the Chief and Bob for their 
review and copy team members for their additions and corrections before 
final.  Note:  This activity was completed on time. Bob has the master 
document.   

o Kevin backed up the presentation with extensive responses to questions 
from the Committee members.  Dan is Barbara’s alternate from the 
Communications Committee and will be included in all plans and meetings. 

 2



   

o The Committee authorized Barbara, Dan and Kevin to work directly with Bob 
and the Chief in setting up initial meetings in the Village Hall inviting all of the 
major Carriers starting with T-Mobile at Bob’s suggestion.  The agenda for 
each meeting will be prepared to ensure the Carriers know the topics and 
can come adequately prepared to participate.  All meetings will be posted 
and open to the public.  Walter will share the status with the Trustees at their 
meeting which followed immediately after this meeting.  Their agenda was 
too crowded to make the same presentation to them on January 23.    

o The timeline and work estimate from Barbara and Kevin are in the 
presentation.  It will take significant dedicated effort over a year to 
accomplish the stated objectives.  Barbara, Dan and Kevin will estimate the 
costs for this initiative and provide them to Beth for inclusion in the budget for 
the next fiscal year. At this time Barbara, Dan and Kevin are doing the work 
pro bono.  If consultants need to be brought in, that will be included in the 
cost estimate. 

o There was further discussion about WIMAX which was a sub topic of the 
presentation.  That is an option for the Village’s consideration which includes 
technology alternatives beyond Cellular Service quality which are not on the 
table until the research in the early steps of the proposal is underway. 

 
• Duda Hearing  

o There will be a meeting in McHenry County on February 1, 2006 at 1:30 p.m. 
on the proposal for property use for the Barrington Hills land disconnected in 
Duda I, a legal action brought before McHenry County in 2003.  Bob Abboud 
prepared a letter with a map to all Village residents. It was mailed with the 
assistance of the Communications Committee.  All residents are encouraged 
to attend.  Properties are proposed at one quarter acres and less with 45% of 
the land being used for building purposes and group wells and group spray 
septic irrigation proposed in several locations. 

o The Mayor of Algonquin has been supportive of Barrington Hills’ opposition 
to the property density and land use.  Communications Committee Members 
will encourage Bob Abboud to ask Algonquin to send similar communications 
to his constituents who live on or near the property under discussion.   

 
• Stickers and Logo  

o December meeting topic not addressed:  Ted Horne has been asked to 
recommend a new logo for the Village.   

 Walter indicated he will ask Ted to review the logo with the 
Communications Committee before bringing it to the Trustees.  The 
new ones are available for purchase in March and it takes time to get 
them printed.  They are effective in May. 

 We may include the application notice for the new stickers in the 
newsletter.  The Village sells approximately 3000 stickers a year.   

  
5. New Business 

 
• Budget - Information Required by February 28, 2006. 

o Beth and Walter discussed the need to get the Budget for the 
Communications Committee submitted within a month.  

 Newsletters – number and cost plus color process, requested last 
Newsletter cost summary and projected needs in 2006-2007 fiscal 
year:  Nikki and Vicky 

 Annual Resident Parties – requested total costs for the last party as 
benchmark.: Lucinda and Maureen 
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 Walter mentioned the Village will celebrate 50 years in formal 
existence as Barrington Hills in May 2007 and suggested that a 
celebration be included in the budget: Beth, Bob and Walter 

 Cellular Technology- meetings and notices, documentation, possible 
cost sharing alternatives costs, at a minimum with suggestions if the 
Village desires to pursue alternatives.-   Barbara and Dan with Kevin 
Colosia   

 
 
6. Dismissal:   

 
Beth Mallen entertained a motion for dismissal at 7:22 p.m. The next meeting is on Monday, 
February 27, 2006, at 5:30 p.m. Lucinda motioned and Dan seconded.  Motion Approved (5-
0-2). 

 
     
     
   Meeting Adjourned 
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